
  
 
Name of meeting and date: Licensing & Safety Committee 11 February 2015 
 
Title of report:  Deregulation Bill – 3 year badges 
 
Is it likely to result in spending or 
saving £250k or more, or to have a 
significant effect on two or more 
electoral wards? 

Not Applicable 

Is it in the Council’s Forward Plan? 
 

Yes 

Is it eligible for “call in” by Scrutiny? 
 

Not Applicable 

Cabinet member portfolio 
 

 Regeneration, Environment & 
Transportation 

 
Electoral wards affected and ward councillors consulted: ALL 
 
 
Public or private: Public 
. 
 
 

1. Introduction  

1.1 This report informs the Committee of current matters that are of relevance to the taxi 
licensing functions.  

1.2 Trade representatives had asked for the matter of consideration of introduction of 3 year 
badges is brought back to the Committee.  The Licensing Manager has though informed the 
trade representatives of impending legislative changes as outline below and this report is 
therefore for information only. 

 

2. Deregulation Bill 2013-14 (HC Bill 191)  

2.1 The Deregulation Bill 2013-14 (HC Bill 191) has completed both the Committee stage in 
the House of Commons and the House of Lords.  The amendments to the Bill are currently 
being considered by both Houses.   

 

2.2 The purpose of the ‘Deregulation Bill is:  

i. to make provision for the reduction of burdens resulting from legislation for 
businesses or other organisations or for individuals  

ii. make provision for the repeal of legislation which no longer has practical use  

iii. make provision about the exercise of regulatory functions and for connected 
purposes  
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2.3 The Bill is some 232 pages and covers a multitude of issues. The relevant parts of the Bill 
are set out verbatim in Appendix 1.  

 

2.3.1 In summary the amendments to the Deregulation Bill will change the legislation 
affecting taxis and private hire vehicles in two ways:  

i. allowing private hire operators to sub-contract bookings to operators licensed in a 
different district. The basis of this is the belief that this would improve an operator’s 
ability to meet passengers' needs and make the passengers experience more 
convenient  

ii. making the standard duration for all taxi and PHV driver licences three years and 
five years for PHV operator licences.  

Further, it is proposed, that licenses of shorter durations will only be granted on a case-by-
case basis where this can be justified. It is considered, will reduce the financial and 
administrative burden of having to make more frequent licence renewals. 

 

2.4 There has been no formal consultation on the above proposals, which have been issued 
by the Dept for Transport (DfT) and are described by the Government as being part of its 
drive to reduce the overall burden of regulation on business and individuals and to cut red 
tape. The above measures are described by DfT as straightforward, which will generate 
significant benefits for the taxi and private hire trades  

 

3. Legal Considerations  

There are no legal considerations other than those already highlighted within the report  

 

4.   Resource implications 

A full review of taxi licensing fees will need to be undertaken to ensure that the fee regime 
continues to be self-funding.  

 

5. Conclusion  

5.1 The report informs the Committee of the Deregulation Bill 2013-14 (HC Bill 191) and 
highlights the sections, 8,9 and 10 that are relevant to taxi licensing.  

 

5.2.1 The reform of the law relating to Taxi and Private Hire Licensing is far reaching and has 
implications for the future way in which Kirklees Council along with all other Local Authorities, 
deliver their taxi and private hire licensing service.  

 

6 RECOMMENDATIONS 

6.1 Committee is asked to note the contents of the report.   
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For further information on this report please contact Catherine Walter on 456868 or by email 
at catherine.walter@kirklees.gov.uk  
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